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Regarding issues of urban sprawl Visit Sprawl Net, at Rice University. It's under construction, but it

should be an interesting resource. Check out the traffic in the land of commuting. And, finally, enjoy

Los Angeles: Revisiting the Four Ecologies.
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This work is terrific if one is interested at all in the way in which cities could be developed. The ideas

which Calthorpe presents are revolutionary and instrumental if one wishes to gain any sort of idea of

the concepts and ideas proposed by "New Urbanism". His explanation of his Transit Oriented

Development (TOD) is vital in understanding the difference between these developments and

traditional versions. His use of specific examples makes the work that much better as it becomes

more tangible and less simply theory. I would highly recomend this book to anyone involved in any

sort of urban or city planning or simply interested in cities themselves.

Peter Calthorpe provides exceptional data supported analysis to support his thinking. It was one of

my first reads on the subject of New Urbanism and is an excellent read even for the novice planner

or a citizen trying to understand planning thought. Every city planner should consider this a must

read too.

The one point in favor of this book is that it promotes a much-needed land use concept: Plan and

build near transit. The critical downfall of the book is that it perpetuates the auto-centric lifestyle.



While Europe and Asia are beginning to perfect pedestrian districts around their transit stops, the

best that we Americans can do is to simply build residential units with 2 parking spaces each near

metro stops. Too much land (typically 40%) is wasted in providing for streets, alleys, driveways, and

the large number of parking spaces for each vehicle.Such a design is still auto-centric if it makes

automobile use the quickest and easiest way to shop at [a physical store] versus providing a

pedestrian environment to walk 2 blocks to shop at a Mom & Pop store. Pedestrian environments

with local grocery/pharmacy, schools, offices, day-care, sports fields, and other weekly needs are

going to be able to eliminate 90% of automotive travel requirements. The other 10% can be easily

provided through carsharing, a fast growing market in 21 North American cities now. Parking

structures on the periphery of the district provides parking for carsharing and private automobiles

(though the latter is retained by a modest percentage of households).A book that envisions the

progression of cities to pedestrian/transit use is Carfree Cities, by J.H. Crawford. There are also

many websites that describe the many carfree areas already in place in Europe and Asia, whose

residents require very little in the way of imported oil.
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